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From Your Pastor’s Desk 

For our evening / dinner devotions Cathy and I are reading Eternity Is Now in Session by John Ortberg.  
Well, truth be told, Cathy does the reading; I do the listening.  The book is theologically sound and it pairs well 
with the Psalms of Ascent as it acknowledges that eternity is not a reality that begins after we die but it is the life 
and the journey we are fully engaged with currently.   In Pilgrim’s Progress, Christian’s journey is the story.  

Thus, besides the importance of our attention to doctrinal clarity, our daily lives, decisions, and grateful 
obedience are how we follow Jesus.  Jesus calls his followers to enter the narrow gate.  In The Divine 
Conspiracy, Dallas Willard said, “The narrow gate is not, as so often assumed, doctrinal correctness.  The narrow 
gate is obedience… The broad gate, by contrast, is simply doing whatever I want to do.”  Thus, our devotional 
attention is given to living for Jesus today. 

 

From Your Student Ministries Director's Desk 

 Just like that, we are back! For me, the first Youth Group night and Young Life club feel like an old friend 
coming back to town. There is an excitement in the air, but the best part is students get to be with adult mentors 
again. One of my favorite things about my role is getting to see leaders and students engage with each other. 
Yard games, pop songs, and jokes all are great, but on youth group night they are transformed into something 
special.  
 The other night a student said, "this just doesn't feel like the way club used to be." I agreed with him; we 
were outside, not as many people joined us, seniors have graduated, and physical distancing requirements made 
the night feel different. I am sure if you have a student in school, know a teacher, work in an office, or go to a 
grocery store (among so many other things) you have thought, "this just doesn't feel like the way [insert your 
event/thing here] used to." This student, and the rest of us, are right. Things aren't they way they used to be. That 
being said, the true things still are: it's better to be kind. Jesus loves us, this we know. Life is not about the little 
details. And at the end of the day, that's what matters, right?  
   

Sunday Worship, September 20  
This coming Sunday we plan to gather outside for worship.  It could be a tad chilly so dress warmly!  

Read Psalm 124 in preparation for worship as Pastor Doug will be reflecting on this psalm with a message titled, 
“The Great Escape.”  There will also be a noisy coin offering for the Fremont area CRC middle school ministry, 
Oasis. 
 

Student Ministries information for Worship, September 20:  
               We do not have a nursery or Children’s Worship class available but are excitedly planning for your 
student to join us in worship. Here are some things for you to know: 

• Should you or your child be in need, the east side door by the fireside room, is unlocked so you can 
access the bathroom/changing station located in the lobby. We ask that you wipe down the changing 
station with the provided Clorox wipes after use.   

• We have Children's Activity Bags, with coloring pages, worksheets, and worship guides available for 
students when you are greeted at the lower parking lot. This will be yours to take home with you. We do 
ask that you provide crayons, pencils, markers, etc. for use with these bags. 

• During worship, we offer a Children's Meditation. We invite students to come forward and sit on the carpet 
pieces which are laid out for them, or to remain with their parents during this time.  

• We recognize that while we are outside, we may experience children laugh, sing, shout, or squeal with joy 
(or frustration) and we celebrate that they are joining us in worship!  

 
 

Our Church Family 
 

Congratulations to Nick and Liz Donkersloot in the birth of a son, Henry David, on Sunday, Sept. 13. 
 

Congregational News 
 

Shepherding Elders and Council meetings. 
Be in prayer today for our church leaders.  This evening the Shepherding Elders meet at 5:30 and at 

7:00 our Council meets.  Among other things, the Council will be discussing plans for how and when we might 
responsibly and safely resume worship services indoors on Sundays. 
 

OASIS (Middle School Youth Group) 
 Oasis (middle school youth group) meets tonight! As a reminder, they will be meeting at First Fremont 
CRC (721 N Hillcrest) from 6:00-7:30 pm. 
 



Prayer Partners 
 Prayer Partners have been matched! If you signed up to be a prayer partner (or you have kids age 3-
college) you will be receiving an email this week with some details on the program and who your partner is. If you 
have any questions please reach out to Ann Pell or Zach Van Wyk.  

 

Safe Church Book Reading Event 
 The Safe Church Leadership Team of Classis Muskegon is sponsoring a four-week book reading event, 
starting on Tuesday, Sept. 22.  Participants will meet each Tuesday via Zoom Conferencing from 9:30 to 10:30 
am to share their thoughts on the two chapters assigned for that week.  The book is "The #MeToo Reckoning” by 
Ruth Everhart.  There will be no fee for your copy of the book or your participation in the Zoom conferences.   For 
further information contact Bob Broekema.   
 

Meal Train 
 We rejoice with Nick, Liz, Katherine, and Ellie Donkersloot as they welcomed Henry David to their family 
on Sunday, September 13. Please consider helping us serve the Donkersloot’s with meals as they welcome and 
adjust to the new addition.  
 We are using the online app mealtrain.com to schedule these meals.  The link below has dates to sign up 
for plus any other information you might need.  Please consider helping us serve them in the name of Christ by 
serving them a meal!  You can click on the link https://mealtrain.com/yod22k Audra Powell 231-414-1820 or 
Stephanie DeKuiper 231-414-5141if you'd like to participate. 
 

‘Shower Crib’ 
 During the month of April, Second Church had two additions to the church family, Andrew Jack Wolffis – 
April 9, and Cora Grace Boven – April 11. Unfortunately, the church was not open during that time so we did not 
put out the ‘shower crib’. If you would like to ‘shower’ Andrew and Cora with gifts, along with Henry David 
Donkersloot who was born last Sunday, September 13, please be sure to put their name on the gift.  
 The crib will be set up in the lobby until October 5 to welcome Andrew Wolffis, Cora Boven, and Henry 
Donkersloot to the Second Church family and ‘shower’ them with gifts.  The church is open 9-12, Monday thru 
Friday, also on Sunday morning to receive gifts. 
 

Fremont Hunger Crop Walk, October 4 
  The Fremont Hunger Crop Walk to fight local and world hunger will be held Sunday, October 4 at 1:00 
pm at the Veteran’s Memorial Park in downtown Fremont.  Walkers can register at the park. Donations can be put 
in Bruce Essebaggers’ church mailbox. 
 

Dear Second Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for your continued and very generous support of $1,000/quarter. It's truly a blessing 
and huge encouragement to have you stand with me in this ministry. Your prayers and financial support allow me 
to continue to do the work the Lord has called me to here in Germany.  Although the pandemic has changed the 
way many things are done (for all of us), yet I'm so thankful for Zoom!  Over the months I've been invited by 
friends to watch church online with them and have lunch together afterwards. I'm so thankful that we are able to 
meet in small groups at least. 
 May the Lord continue to bless each one of you at Second Fremont. 

With love in Christ,       Vera  Hansen 
 

Website Member Only Page 
 Our new website has a member only password protected page where you can access the 2020 directory, 
monthly birthday calendar, etc.  The password is in your church mailbox or you may call the church for it,  
 (924-0170) or email the office (office@secondcrcfremont.org).   
 

Offerings  

            Our Deacons welcome our support for our congregation’s financial obligations with our 
offerings.  Donations can be mailed to the church at 600 Apache Drive.  Additionally, donations can be submitted 
online via bank account, credit, or debit card at this link: Second CRC - Online Giving or download the “GivePlus” 
app if you wish to give to funds other than the General Fund. 
Special envelope offerings are:  

   September 20 – Western Michigan Christian High School 
   September 27 – Love, INC 

Stock the Pantry  
 For the month of September, the requested items are peanut butter and jelly.  Donations can be dropped 
off at church or directly at TrueNorth. 
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