
SECOND’S MATTERS                                                                                                                                             
June 3, 2020 

 
 
From Your Pastor's Desk  

Our weekly online worship service is an accommodation to our time.  I avoid saying we have “closed” our 
church or at some point we will “re-open” because that is inaccurate.  We are continuing our ministry in 
significantly modified ways while we wait until the time comes when we can safely resume the features of the 
gathered worship we desire.  Our waiting is heartfelt and at times we are understandably impatient.   

I think those feelings and yearnings can be a righteous quality that we should retain when this challenging 
time ends.  Even when we will gather again to enjoy worshipping together it will still be a limited accommodation 
and waiting until the day comes that we gather with all the saints of all nations to bring our collective worship to 
the King.  That is what our hearts blessedly and truly long for. This time of waiting and yearning may be training 
our hearts in ways beyond our immediate understanding. 

 
Join us as Pastor Doug talks to us about the Holy Spirit, the air we breathe and the world we find ourselves in. 

Click here to listen to Pastor Doug’s Tank Talk.  

 

From Your Student Ministries Director’s Desk   
 This spring students across the country have celebrated their graduation in unusual ways. Many sat in 
front of their TVs in caps and gowns and watched various celebrities give speeches. Some threw a party with their 
immediate family in the back yard. Truthfully for some, the day passed without fanfare and they might not even 
have remembered it was graduation day. Typically at Second Church on the Sunday before memorial day, we 
celebrate our graduates by inviting them to come up front, we say a few remarks, we pray over them, and we end 
the service with cake. In all, not a bad way to celebrate this milestone. This year we will include a graduate 
recognition in this Sunday's service.  
 Milestones are important, and they deserve to be recognized. I have been thinking about how to celebrate 
this group of students for a while, probably longer than I want to admit. They aren't my first graduates here at 
Second Church - they are my fourth, and that's what makes them special to me. These students were freshmen 
when I started at Second. So, I have gotten a front-row seat as they learned how to navigate this world as adults. 
I watched them make decisions regarding their futures. I prayed for them as they learned to drive. I was able to 
talk with them as they claimed adult faith as their own. I count myself privileged to be their High School youth 
group leader. So, as I prepare to celebrate them on Sunday, I wonder what should I say to them? At the very 
least, I'll say what I always say at the end of FYSH. “Friends, you are loved.”  
  

Sunday Worship, June 7 

This Sunday we will have the opportunity to recognize our graduates and to celebrate communion during 
our online worship service.  Pastor Doug’s message will be based on the words of the Disciples’ Prayer: “Give us 
today our daily bread.” 

 

Our Church Family 

 
Roger Folkema is very thankful to be back at home. Further treatment may still be coming, but for now 

he is feeling well and glad to in Fremont! 
Bev Kolk continues to receive daily radiation treatment in Muskegon and is thankful that so far she is 

experiencing no side-effects. 
Our sympathies are extended to Dick Wolters in the death of his brother Burton this past Sunday, and to 

Pastor Doug in the sudden death of his younger brother, Kevin, on Tuesday morning.  
 This Sunday in worship we celebrate the high school graduations of Gabriel Brasser, Emma Kartes, 
and Joel Vandenberg.  
   

Congregational News 

  
The church office will be open starting June 8, from 9 am to noon on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  
 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/ypnwMLxV8jc


Offerings  

            Our deacons welcome our continued support for our congregation’s financial obligations with our 
offerings.  Donations can be mailed to the church at 600 Apache Drive.  Additionally, donations can be submitted 
online via bank account, credit, or debit card at this link: Second CRC - Online Giving or download the “GivePlus” 
app if you wish to give to funds other than the General Fund. 
Special envelope offerings are:  
             June 7 – Fremont Christian School 
 June 14 – Community Closet 
 June 21 – Western Michigan Christian High School  
 

Christian Education Fund 
 Given the uncertainty of our Christian Education Fund for the school year next year, families that are 
currently using the fund to pay for their children’s education are encouraged to apply for FACTS through Fremont 
Christian School or Western Michigan Christian if they would like financial assistance.  The deadline to apply for 
FACTS is June 1.  If the fund is covered in full for the current school year, the plan will be to continue the fund for 
another year.   

 
Live Streaming 

Thank you to all who have contributed towards the purchase of our new video equipment.  The 
fundraising goal has been met and exceeded!  We thank God for continuing to provide for 2nd Church.  We are 
currently waiting for the video camera to arrive to our contractor so the installation can be scheduled.    

  

Spotify List 
 If you would like to listen to our Spotify account for a selection of Second CRC worship songs click here. 

 
Stock the Pantry  
 For the month of June, the requested items are soup and crackers.  Donations can be dropped off at 
church or directly at TrueNorth. 

 
The Nest 
 The Nest Upscale Resale is happy to announce that we are back in business.  Please consider us when 
you have items to donate.  There is a special need for furniture at this time.  Items accepted during regular 
business hours Monday through Friday 10:00 - 5:00 and Saturday 10:00 - 3:00.  Call 924-3930 if questions. We 
deeply appreciate your support of local Christian education. 
 

Appalachia Reach Out Update 
Dear Friends of ARO, 
 Greetings! It’s been another month of living through our ‘new normal’ and yet God is closer than he’s ever 
been.  He is working through the ministry of ARO as we continue to live out our mission, Christ’s Love in Action.  
The writer of Psalm 23 gives the reader a wonderful reminder, “goodness” and “mercy” shall/will “follow me” and 
this has been true in the past several months.  In the face of uncertainty, God has been present and close to and 
through the ministry of ARO. 
 Since March ARO has canceled/postponed 10 Work & Witness teams through the month of June.  
However, God is opening doors for our ‘how’ to look different while still living in our ‘why’.  In May, ARO started 
partnering with the Martin County School District to help with the Summer Feeding program until the school year 
begins in the fall.  This is just one way ARO is living out its mission and calling. 
 None of this would be possible without your heart to give and invest in the ministry of ARO.   You are a 
part of ARO’s influence through your faithfulness to give so the advancement of God’s kingdom is evident here on 
earth as it is in heaven! 
 Thank you for your gift to further God’s Kingdom in Martin County, Kentucky in the month of May.  Please 
continue to keep the entire ARO staff and their families in your prayers as they live out the love of Christ each day 
to a broken and hurting world. 
 You are very important to ARO’s mission and ministry.  Thank you for your continual financial support and 
prayers.  May God bless you!        Dwayne Mills, Executive Director of ARO.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSz_CHslgWwKplxl1IEICQUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQgujQttLf-sixeFYVKeHfcA=&ver=3
https://open.spotify.com/user/gw3tntfs6ie97fsc9xw1vsww8/playlist/5sLDB56zdbYyHYp2GlQ6dz?si=3qZCV6PLQpiNqP4Or9MOrw


Karin Medical Clinic Update 
Greetings friends, supporters, and prayer warriors for the Gulu medical clinic, 
I received the text of the email below from Hope Okeny this morning. As we feared, Covid is now making 

its way into the middle belt of Africa. Uganda shares a common border with South Sudan which has been a 
hotbed for ethnic cleansing in the last few years. Hundreds of thousands of South Sudanese have crossed the 
open border and flooded into northern Uganda. We were afraid that something of this sort would happen, and 
now it has! 

The medical structure, facilities, and available treatment therapies are just about totally lacking in Uganda 
and elsewhere in central Africa. Please pray for Hope, her staff, and the clients at both clinics, that this outbreak 
may be stopped before it takes a huge toll!  
 This is complicated further by the fact that it's now rainy season and the spread of malaria is at its 
highest. Malaria compromised people who catch the Covid virus will be in very dire straits to say the least! 
Thank you for your prayers and your support for Hope and her team. 
     Roger and Joan Sikkenga 
 

June 2, 2020 

Greetings from Gulu, Uganda.  

 Please continue to put us in your prayers Today, two cases were found with CV19, in the heart our 

community of Unyama. Incidentally, one lady, is a neighbor of one of the nurses Betty Benna. This has put the 

entire community into panic, including our staff too. Because of this we have asked Betty to undergo two weeks of 

self-isolation /quarantine. Let’s pray for her and her family. Pray for the staff that are working in a very risky area. 

Gulu currently has the highest number of cases, because of the proximity to South Sudan, where all cases are 

coming from. Uganda cannot close borders for trade because of the trade laws in place. We need to immediately 

avail our staff with protective wear and disinfectants etc.  

Thank you for your prayers and concern for us! 

Hope Okeny 
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